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SENATE BI LL 5106

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen, Kohl-Welles, Mirray and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/10/2007. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to energency preparedness planning for service
ani mal s and househol d pets; adding a new section to chapter 38.52 RCW
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Efforts to evacuate New Oleans in response to Hurricane
Katrina reveal ed that many pet owners were unwilling to abandon their
pets; sone pet owners were willing to risk their lives to protect their
pets; and energency shelters' inability to accept pets di ssuaded many
pet owners from seeking safety;

(2) Wth advance planning, these issues can be addressed before
evacuati ons are necessary;

(3) Pets are inportant to their owners, and their presence nay
bring confort and enhance recovery efforts;

(4) The federal pets evacuation and transportation standards act of
2006, 109 P.L. 308, 120 Stat. 1725, requires that state and | ocal
energency preparedness operational plans address the needs of
i ndividuals with household pets and service animals and grants the
director of the federal energency nmanagenent agency the authority to
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make financial contributions to state and | ocal authorities for aninal
energency preparedness purposes, including procuring, constructing,
| easi ng, or renovating energency shelter facilities and materials that
w || accommopdate people with pets and service animals; and

(5) The Washi ngton state departnment of agriculture is the primary
agency for the state conprehensive energency plan's Washi ngton ani nal
response managenent team which conducts state |evel planning regarding
i ssues involving animals affected by disasters.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 38.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The state conprehensive energency nmanagenent plan shall address
t he needs of individuals with household pets and service animals in a

di saster or energency. The plan shall include provisions for the
humane evacuation, transport, and tenporary sheltering of service
ani mal s and househol d pets and shall, without limtation:

(a) Require that county energency operations plans include an
ani mal response conponent addressing the humane evacuation, transport,
and tenporary sheltering of service animals and household pets and
mandat e that such plans be submtted to the Washi ngton state departnent
of agriculture;

(b) Require that individuals who use service aninmals be allowed to
be evacuated, transported, and sheltered with such ani mals;

(c) Ildentify and establish a sufficient nunber of evacuation
shelters equipped to tenporarily house household pets and service
animals in close proximty to human sheltering facilities;

(d) Enable joint pet and owner evacuati on whenever possible w thout
endangering human |ife;

(e) Establish an identification systemto ensure that househol d pet
owners who are separated fromtheir pets during an evacuation are given
sufficient information, including tracking nunbers, to subsequently
| ocate and reclaimtheir pets;

(f) Al'l ow household pets that are safely and securely confined in
cages or carriers to be transported using public transportati on during
an i npendi ng di saster when doing so does not endanger human |ife and,
if such animals are not allowed to use public transportation, provide
separate transportation for such animals to evacuation shelters in
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close proximty to human sheltering facilities in which their owners or
custodians will be tenporarily housed,;

(g) Direct animal shelters, humane societies, veterinary offices,
boardi ng kennels, breeders, groomng facilities, hospitals, schools,
animal testing facilities, and any other entity that normally houses
househol d pets or service animals to create evacuation plans for such
animal s; and

(h) Ildentify and establish a sufficient nunber of evacuation
shelters that are equipped to house other conpanion animls, such as
horses, in close proximty to human sheltering facilities.

(2) When engaged in energency nmanagenent activities, an energency
responder may nmake every practicable attenpt under the circunstances,
wi t hout endangering human life, to rescue a service animal or househol d
pet .

(3) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Service animal" has the sane neaning as set forth in RCW
70.84.021; and

(b) "Household pet" nmeans any cat, dog, or other donesticated
animal normally maintained in or near the owner or caregiver's
resi dence.

~-- END ---
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